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Historical Background. The Gothic movement dominated the
art expression of France for nearly four centuries. By 1500, how-
ever, France was ready to accept a new influence, the Renaissance,
which arrived through various agencies. Charles VIII invaded
Italy and brought back with him the fashionable style of the Italian
Renaissance. Francis I (1515-1547) invited the best Italian archi-
tects and artists to France. Two queens of France from the famous
Medici family of Florence, and Charles IX, Henry III, and Henry
IV (1574-1610), who were princes of Italian and French extrac-
tion, helped to introduce the Italian style. The French Renais-
sance lasted until 1643, the end of the reign of Louis XIII.
Furniture. Changes in the furniture style came quickly al-
though architectural changes were slow. French furniture be-
came somewhat smaller and more domestic, comfortable, varied,
and plentiful in the Renaissance period. Walnut took the place
of the Gothic oak. The decoration was principally carving, inlay,
and gilding. The perfection in the carving was due to the Gothic
influence, although the motifs were largely Italian. Columns,
cornices, scrolls, acanthus, swags, shields, masks, cartouches, oak
and laurel leaves, claws, and fruit were used, but few flowers.
The furniture was very much like the Italian, particularly in
southern France. Cupboards began to displace chests. The chairs
were particularly good in design at the time of Henry II. The
armchairs resembled the Italian, but there were also small chairs
with spiraled turnings and upholstered half backs. The tables were
long and supported by carved under-sections at the ends. The
cabinets were massive and much decorated. The beds, also large,
were enshrouded in rich hangings of damask or velvet.
Fabrics, The fabrics, mostly brocades, taffetas, brocatelles,
damasks, and velvets, were decorated with large Italian designs,
consisting mostly of conventionalized urns and flowers arranged
in ogee patterns. Like the designs, the colors of the textiles were
bold—red, yellow, green, and blue. Italian weavers settled at
Lyons and made it the most important textile center in France.
World leadership in the manufacturing of fine fabrics was perma-
nently established by France at this early date.

